Molecular diagnosis of trisomy 18 using DNA recovered from paraffin embedded tissues and possible implications for genetic counselling.
Severe malformations pointing to trisomy 18 were observed in two fetuses. No chromosome analysis had been performed. To confirm the diagnosis of trisomy 18, DNA was isolated from formalin fixed and paraffin embedded tissues. Molecular analysis by typing chromosome 18-specific (CA)n-repeats unequivocally showed the presence of trisomy 18 in both cases.